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An easy win for Builders, Birds
T and Biodivcrsilty.
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Their instinet is to aLways reburmn to the same.
nest each year, and they have a. precise memor
iks Postgfra\r. 7 j ;
make nests with sza‘c\'\ers and grasses -
whalzvzr H'\zy can catc\fw_]ﬁloa’cmg onthe dir~and.
Lay two eggs, sometimes three .
Once chicks are hakched. , the parent birds spend.
Lon(q)) eriods of ELmaawaﬂ froe the nest colleck -
lng iood . 'ﬂ:\e/y catch hundred s o:{ aivborne insects
a,nO\SPtdefs and carry them i a bolus, in the throat,
When the weather is poor, swifts may ]Cly hundreds of
miles, skirking weaHnersys&:zms in search of £ood..
Swift chicks can survive lﬁng periods of Fine withouk
choek by znter'mg astake of Lorpor, similar to hibern -
atiore.
Alter L2 days, when the chicks should have eached
Jd”\QIererck wagh’s oJC L;.Zg/ H\ey dre ready Lo
&

)CLe €.

Forthe first twoorthree years after ing,
tmmbu;a swcjﬁts will be. (oo%gng -)Corf pcénfé?neft
sites for when ‘chey are reao[y to breed. . They :
Search ouk PossLbLQ hoLes and cradze. in the eaves
of bulemgs, brushing their wtncf)s agamf‘c <o AR
openings. W\? are nicknarmed "bangecs’ because
H’\Qy Look Like he,y are d.el,tbera\:zi} colLLdLng with
the wall .

l f H\zy think H’\ey may have found an Zmp{:y site,
afterafew ]Clg—bys they may entey and haw afcok.
around to judge its sw&abttd:y for [greed.mg the

)fo[bwmg year.
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Did You know that whena swi&\: ]Clzdges it
doesrt touch down to earth egaire unkil it's
(ea.d,}a to breed.? Thak could be up to three
years later!

When swidts are not nzst'trg, are ina
constant stake OJC JCLL§\'\£. Y fzzd by
Cato\*lmg insects and Lrbomzap\uds and.
spidars, and they skim lakes and. pond.s
Lor waker. They ever. make and. sleep or
Jd‘\e w'mg )

On wacm summer evenings, swifts can be
seerv spiralling htgk into the sky to stnd.
the mght up to marly Ews miles Bbove the
Farth. Here, H\zy can. roost without {ear of
predators. They shut down. hial{ their brain
ak atime, aU.owmg sleep, but ensuring that
their navi,gahona.l, insbincts keep them
{rom be’mg blown oﬁ course. .
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Swifts are almost entirel £ on_humans to
provide their nesting places 'TF\ey {ind hidden spaces
under the 2aves of buildingss, accessed. through litile
breaks in brickwork. or fascias. Buk the welentless
march o UPVC has rmeant that man iaSCLdS and. soﬁtts
on older buildings have been replaced. with plastic
board.s, which com Pl&dy block the swift's entvance to
the nest. When this happens, the swifl willfl
mpea’czdly at the place where it had. been. often breaking
their wings and. dymg asa result

UK swilt numbérs have reduced. by more than 50%
since 1995 The commoen consensus amongst swb(t
suppor t groups around. the country is that it is
matnly due to the accelerakin & loss of nzskmg sites .
Where established. sites are undisturbed , numbers

have remained. constant and where new nest bricks and.
boxes are installed., colonies can quickly build in size.
Boxes arz a good quick fix £or exiskin ldings but
ms\ratling SWi)%\: bricks LrL]c nzéjo dZVdDPngnks Wiltcz%:s’urz
secure nzsk‘mg sites for many years tocome . They are
cheap and easy to install, will last the lifekime of the
building and ace maintenance -free . The nest chamber is
a sealed. enclosure which prevents any wildlife fromgetting
inko the fabric of the house .
ALHwough SWi)les may take time to colonise new nesl:mg
sites, these “Universall bricks also offer much -needed:
accommodation to other red-listed. birds, such ds
gparraws and. StaxLLnSS, and. bug tiks .




Rendered Wall

LI
_gmdd’mzs jor Posthontng SW'Lfc Bricks.

(Full details mayy be found. in BSL2021:2022- H:zgral nest
boxes - Seleckion and. installation for new dzvelo?ments.)

l.. Pla.ce, Ertcks un grouPs ~swi.3 Es nestin OOLOr\'LQS.
2. A tinimum 05 [ metres above grouml level .
3 Entrance hdes | metre a,Pa.rt (where Possib\d .

L. I{ possible, place under the eaves, or ak Least where
there is shade for part of the day

5. Aveid. Placing tmmecliatel/u above windows.

6. Allow cLzar ad\)acent aLrs?acaJCor swﬁ\:s to SWOOP
inand. out of the entance .

7. Place avay from where Przo‘a\:O(s can perch or clinb
tothe brick .

lmiung@ Sw;jt Brick

When correctly fitted following NHBC guidance, the
box does not touch the inner wall, thus Preventtng

cold spotsand. damp.
S inner wall
inswlation Ty
SPaCC W
nst cuP
OUW ‘_ .l : ' ._ ; iy - o
wall 5 B |

entrance

The SWi,:S'JC brick is
totall,!? enclosed. apart from
the ou{:er:face,.

N.B. The illustration shows an S Brick (Action for Swi{ts) ~
other models areavailable .



“Tt's wor\dzrfut to Qive swﬁts a home it owr home!”
Hannah Marcusson, EL

e

except the entrance hole, we know they cant get
inko the walls o loft space™

Stu Brovm, Leeds.

“The swift bricks we had. installed, inowr school
bui td'mg have beeria real success. The children
leam about life cycles and migakion,and the
wider need. to give nabure a he ping hand.”

Mary Shzrwzn \ L'tverpooL ;

“The swtj‘:s are so clean theres never any mess
o Oi\zo\ropptngs Nou really wouldn't know

| theye thece most of th time?
-\ Alleen White, Chettenham
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There are several d»;ﬁzrzn{c brand.s to

Because the r\zs.’ang brick is sealed onall sides |

| to developers, councils “and. zcoLo%sl:s

. are most suitable and where

Yile 1"‘-.;1 AR ' Wi

Sou.rc,t S‘Wij rL“c—,le

choose jirom.

One O:f the best, JCor both
design and. cost]is the

S Brick b7 Action Jr-OIrSWi.ftS.f

Scan here for moce details.

lr HZIie EoHelP 41 |
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Across the country there are groups of
expert swift conservationists whoare
working to reverse the decline of this
Lconic bird. . They o ree guidance

and. can advise on which bricks or boxes

best to locate them. |
They are known as the
Swifts hocal Network

and. yowr nearest group ma

be found. by scammg here. .
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\// * Swifts nest in colonies, so bricks should.

be installed. in Sraups of theee or more .



X —

L \Afiere Nzxt(ﬂf

L; ‘ dc ho n ;(;N\\, W
= ifts

| Sourcing Boxes=~_ "\

et e i,
! R s
i ard.Bricks.

b7 DRk b o
0 S

SN

Videos and. |

e = N\ \
\ \
| — i
- (G -
1\&“‘0 Z )
yo -
(\'.’( ~

P8 s

Ehohogaig'\s ¥

 How: YOUL 100 |

R |

cﬂan heLP !

fstET—gl MAPPER. |
o

_[&
273\ Record
nesks and sightings. i

,F_Fmd local experts
ruis @ et

' s B b

| @ e @ Loy

} 3 =R B e
At

__ond groups. |

Www. swift -conservation. org is a comprehensive website

for all ’c\qmgs sw%t—retabei - Also the Ackion for Smg ts

btog page isan mformafcwe COmancary on the various
activities of people who care aboul swifts .
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Inspired by Nature...

The incredibly brave journey of the swift has always been
an inspiration to us here at Ozone, and we even named
one of our favourite wings after this most intrepid bird.
We’re grateful to be able to support this project as part of
our ongoing efforts to preserve the wild spaces we live
and play in.

Ozone Paragliders and Kites is a company founded by
paraglider pilots, with roots in the UK. Since 1998 we
have provided our friends and customers with paragliders
that carry us deep into the unknown — to world record
altitudes in the Himalaya, and across world record
distances in South America and the Alps. Like the swift,
we trust our wings to carry us great distances.

Paragliding is a beautiful sport that almost anyone can
try. If the thought of riding rising currents of air and
floating across hundreds of kilometres of distance
dancing beneath the clouds piques your interest, please
visit our website to learn more about it and find a local
school to get your first flight. Most students fly solo on
day one!

Cheers, from all the team at Ozone.

www.flyozone.com O20nre

All enquiries to: help.swifts@gmail.com

© Helen Lucy 2023



Helen Lucy came to see me and. presented.
me with aver in)Cormal:ive booklet about
this camp&ign.“ Richard Burgon MP.

Hansard,, July 2023
‘e
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Scan here to read the juLL
Paxuamen‘cary debate

© HchLucy 2023



